Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 GUATEM 04191 060239Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 /026 W 

063967 060242Z /72-64 

0 060217Z JUL 77 
EM AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 6626 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL BELIZE NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR IMMEDIATE 

SECRET GUATEMALA 4191 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: GT, BH, UK, PBOR 

SUBJECT: GUATEMALA-BELIZE DISPUTE 

REE: STATE 155202; GUATEMALA’S 4158 

1 . ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER OBIOLS ARRIVED UNANNOUNCED AT MY 
HOUSE AT 6: 15PM TONIGHT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING REPRESENTATION 
TO ME ON BELIZE. HE SAID THAT AT THE SAME TIME THAT I HAD BEEN 
ASKING PRUDENCE OE THE GUATEMALAN GOVERNMENT WITH RESPECT TO 
THE BELIZE SITUATION AND HE ON BEHALF OF HIS GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN 
ASSURING ME THAT HIS GOVERNMENT INTENDED TO ACT WITH THE GREATEST 
PRUDENCE AND AVOID ANY KIND OE PROVOCATION, THEY HAD NOW LEARNED 
THAT THE BRITISH WERE NOT ACTING IN THE SAME SPIRIT. THEY HAD 

BEEN INEORMED TODAY THAT A BRITISH FRIGATE HAD APPEARED OEF THE 
BELIZE COAST. PRESIDENT LAUGERUD CONSIDERED THIS 
AN ACT OE PROVOCATION AND AN ACT OP INTIMIDATION ON THE EVE OF 
THE INITIATION OF THE TALKS IN WASHINGTON. HE SAID HE WAS 
CALLING THIS TO OUR ATTENTION, POINTING OUT THAT HIS GOVERNMENT 
WAS COMPLYING WITH ITS WORD AND HAD NOT MOVED A SINGLE SOLDIER. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, THE BRITISH, DESPITE WHAT WE HAD TOLD HIS 
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GOVERNMENT, HAD COMMITTED THIS ACT OF CLEAR PROVOCATION. 

2. I TOLD OBIOLS I WOULD REPORT WHAT HE HAD TOLD ME TO 
WASHINGTON IMMEDIATELY. I SAID I HOPED THAT THE PROSPECTS 
FOR THE VERY IMPORTANT CONVERSATIONS BEGINNING TOMORROW 
WOULD NOT BE AFPECTED. OBIOLS REPLIED THAT THIS WAS ALSO THEIR 
HOPE BUT THEY MUST SEE WHETHER THE BRITISH HAVE AN UNDER- 
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STANDING OF THE GUATEMALAN POSITION AND AVOID ANY ACTS OF 
PROVOCATION OR INTIMIDATION. 

3. I ASKED OBIOLS IE I COULD ASSUME EROM WHAT HE HAD SAID 
THAT THE GUATEMALAN GOVERNMENT DID NOT INTEND TO TAKE ANY 
ACTIONS ON ITS PART. OBIOLS SAID THAT DEPENDED ON THE BRITISH 
AND WHETHER THEY CONTINUED TO TAKE PROVOCATIVE 
ACTIONS. SHOULD THEY CONTINUE TO DO SO, HE SAID, HIS 
GOVERNMENT WOULD BE COMPELLED TO MAINTAIN ITS 
PREPARATIONS. HE ADDED, IN CONCLUSION, THAT THE PRESIDENT 
HAD WANTED US TO KNOW THAT HE HAD KEPT HIS WORD. 

4. THE DEPARTMENT'S INSTRUCTIONS ARE REQUESTED. 

POSTER 

(SIGCEN NOTE: MCN'S EOR INFO ADDLES WILL BE EORWARDED LATER. 
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